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THE GETAWAY
By Chadner Navarro

Surf’s Up

Less than an hour north of San Diego, the old beach resort
of Oceanside is riding a new wave of prosperity

San Diego County's northernmostcity,
theaptly named Oceanside, was founded
as a resort town in the 1880s. Follow-
ing its mid-century heyday, downtown
O'side (as the locals call it) fell into dis-
repair, but a spate of new developments
isbringingabouta sunnier future. Here's
how to spend your weekend by the sea.

See &Do
The surf and sand are the high-
lights of course, with three miles of
beach nearby and whale-watching

excursions available from the
harbor. Those who prefer to
appreciate surf culture from afar
can visit the California Surf
Museum, which covers the sport’s
history with artifacts including
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a timeline of boards and rotates exhib-

its such as a tribute to Bethany
Hamilton, who returned to compe-
tition after losing an arm in a shark
attack. Withyour decision tostay on dry
land affirmed, head to the Thursday
Oceanside Sunset Market and enjoy
live music while you peruse nearly 200

stalls from local makers.
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Eat & Drink

The owners of Banana Dang traded
one surf mecca for another when they
moved their coffee shop here from
Rincén, Puerto Rico, in 2015; stop inand
try their Dirty Banana Mylk, a cold vegan
espresso drink with bananas, oat milk,
and coconut creamer. Stay on the plant-
based track with a weckend brunch of
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Cowrten of T ittt

vegan fried chicken and waffles at The
Plot, a no-waste restaurant from cele-
brated local chef Davin Waite. For an
upscale dinner, check out Matsu, amod-
ern Japanese place opened by star chef
William Eick, who conjures innovative
plates such as shiitake chawanmushi and
grilled unagi with pine needle oil.

Shop
A converted warehouse complex just
off the Coast Highway is now home
to the multiuse Tremont Collective.
Among the highlights here are Brixton,

a contemporary hat and apparel brand
that was founded in Oceanside in 2004,
and Communal, a coffee shop-cum-
boutique store that stocks everything
from small-batch skin-care products
to floral arrangements. A few minutes
down the road in South Oceanside,
Captain’s Helm boasts an inventory of
vintage cowboy boots, military outer-
wear, and contemporary artworks.

Stay
Last year, downtown Oceanside wel-
comed two upscale boutique hotels

right across the street from each
other. Mission Pacific Hotel is an
urban-style spot with a rooftop pool, a
happening bar scene, and renowned
Mexican chef Roberto Alcocer’s restau-
rant Valle, as well as a fun perk for movie
buffs: The on-site High-Pie bakery s set
in the 1887 home where Tom Cruise and
Kelly McGillis filmed scenes in Top Gun.
(After being renovated, the house was
relocated to the hotel courtyard.) The
Seabird Resort, meanwhile, has more of
aclassic beach resort vibe, with sprawl-
ing grounds and
Sunny’s Spa & Beauty
Lounge, which offers
indulgences such as
an anti-aging facial
based on the tra-
ditional Chinese

Heon patine  medicine practice of
terrace guasha. Treatyourself.

This page,
clockwise from
top left: vegan

fried chicken and
waffles at The

Plot; Tremont
Coilective;
shoppers at

Captain's Helm;





